
MINUTES 

ALPINE TOWNSHIP BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING 

SEPTEMBER 15, 2014 

 

2014-111 CALL TO ORDER AND APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

The Alpine Township Board held a regular meeting on Monday, September 15, 2014 at the Alpine 

Township Hall, 5255 Alpine Avenue, Comstock Park, Michigan, 49321 with due notice.  

Supervisor Arends called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was 

recited. Present were Supervisor Alex Arends, Clerk Jean Wahlfield, Treasurer Jim Townsend, and 

Trustees Ron Cordes, Jim May, Mike Wahlfield and William Schweitzer.  

 

A motion was offered by May, with support from Schweitzer, to approve the Consent Agenda 

and approve the Regular Agenda as presented. There was no further discussion and the 

motion carried 7-0.   

 

 

2014-112 CONSIDERATION OF VOUCHERS/BILLS 

 

A motion was offered by May, with support from Cordes, to approve the payment of checks 

and invoices for the period ending 09/15/2014. The motion carried 7-0.   

 

 

2014-113 PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

Pete MacGregor, 8209 Royale Vista Drive is running for the 28
th

 District State Senate approached 

the Board.  He thanked everyone for their support for his August Primary win and requested support 

for the November election.  

 

 

2014-114 COMMISSION REPORT 

 

Planning Commission: Cordes – The Commission approved a rezoning request from AG to Low 

Density Residential for property located at 4303 Cordes Avenue NW.  The Family of Christ Church 

was approved to be a private school for grades K-12 and the Commission approved a building 

addition for Michigan Natural Storage located at 5899 Comstock Park Drive NW. 

Zoning Board of Appeals:  Schweitzer – The ZBA did not meet  

Historical Committee: Schweitzer – A dedication ceremony will be held Sunday, September 21, 

2014 at 2pm for the new headstone.  Historian Thomas Dilley will give a presentation and the 

Historical Museum will be open to tour. 

Sewer & Water: Arends – Met with NKSA and discussed a portion of property located in Algoma 

Township connecting to sewer system which will be discussed at a later date.  

Parks & Recreation: May- The Walk in the Park was well attended despite the rain. May 

questioned when a Parks and Rec meeting will be held. 

Public Services Committee: Arends – Did not meet 

Economic Development Committee: M.Wahlfield – Did not meet 
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2014-115 FINAL READING – COMMERCIAL PUD (C-PUD) AND APPROVAL OF 

SITE CONDOT PROJECT FOR 4235 ALPINE AVENUE NW – VISSER 

DEVELOPMENT 

 

Greg Bol of Visser Development explained that after speaking with their attorney, it was 

determined that it is not Visser’s responsibility to pay for an easement benefiting Checkers.  Visser 

would like to figure out payment responsibility when/if Checkers redevelops or requests an 

easement.  

 

Due to its visibility from Alpine Avenue, the cement retaining wall in the detention basin was also 

discussed by the Board.  Bol explained that most of the wall will be buried with only 3-4’ exposed.  

There will be a 4’ black aluminum decorative fence making the concrete less visible.  

 

The Board reviewed the memo from Planning Director Sue Becker dated September 12, 2014 

requesting action on four items.     

 

May with support from Cordes made a motion to allow the large exposed face of the concrete 

retaining wall facing Alpine Avenue to remain unfinished with an aluminum black decorative 

fence around the detention basin as long as the exposed section of wall is 5 foot or less. Motion 

carried 7-0.  

 

Townsend with support from May made a motion to allow Visser of 4235 Alpine Avenue to 

enter into a reciprocal access agreement benefiting Checker’s to the south at 4201 Alpine 

Avenue (PP#41-09-35-228-002) across the 40-foot and 20-foot wide easements. Upon request 

of the Township when the property to the south (Checker’s) redevelops or at the request of 

Checker’s the paved access drives within the easements shall be constructed and maintained 

so that the Checker’s property shall have vehicular connection to the east/west private road. 

The motion carried 7-0. 

 

May with support from Cordes made a motion to grant the second/final reading of the C-PUD 

Rezoning request and associated site plan drawn by Moore & Bruggink Engineers, including 

the Planning Commission’s recommended conditions of approval as amended and the items 

outlined in the Township Engineers letter dated September 12, 2014 and to order publication. 

The motion carried 7-0 in a roll call vote. 

 

Schweitzer with support from May made a motion to grant the final approval of step one of 

the Site Condominium process (per Sec 3.4 of the Unplatted Property Ordinance) for plans 

(Sheet 2 of 6) dated September 9, 2014 and drawn by Moore & Bruggink Engineers, including 

the Planning Commission’s recommended conditions of approval as amended and the items 

outlined in the Township Engineer’s letter dated September 12, 2014. Motion carried 7-0. 

 

 

2014-116 FIRST READING – REZONING #14-02 - 4303 CORDES AVENUE TO R-1 

 

The Board received information about the rezoning request from the Planner dated August 22, 2014 

stating the background of the property and how it fits into the Master Plan. The Planning 

Commission made a recommendation at their August 21
st
 meeting to recommend approval of the 

rezoning request. The final reading will be held at the October meeting. 
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2014-117 FIRST READING – ORDINANCE #14-04 – ZONING ORDINANCE   

  AMENDMENTS FOR DUPLEXES, BARRIER FREE PARKING AND  

  LOADING SPACES  

 

The Board received the proposed Zoning Ordinance changes from the Planner dated August 22, 

2014.  The final reading will be held at the October meeting. 

 

 

2014-118 CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION #14-24 FOR SOMERSET MEADOWS 

  SAD PROCESS 

 

The Board reviewed the third resolution in a series for the Somerset Meadows forcemain sewer 

project. It sets the date for the second public hearing on October 20, 2014.  The assessment amounts 

will be approved at the October meeting.     

 

Townsend inquired about the total of the project and it was noted that the amount has is a little more 

than discussed at the last meeting.  Arends also noted that a notice of the hearing and filing of the 

special assessment roll will be published in the Advance prior to the public hearing on October 20, 

2014. 

 

May with support from Cordes made a motion to file the special assessment roll and call for 

notice of the second public hearing (third resolution in the series of resolutions required to 

establish a special assessment district). The motion carried 7-0. 

  

 

2014-119 CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION #14-25 – CONSOLIDATED 911 

EMERGENCY DISPATCH SERVICE 

 

Supervisor Arends shared a letter from County Administrator, Daryl Delabbio dated September 12, 

2014 in regards to challenges and inequities that exist for emergency dispatch services in Kent 

County. Currently, the County pays for the cost of fire services for a portion of Townships, while 

other Townships, Cities and Villages must pay additional cost for the same service. Dispatch 

service is operated by the County and the City of Grand Rapids; Township leaders hope to 

consolidate this service into one system for potentially improved service and reduced cost. In order 

to not pass the costs along to local municipalities, many Township leaders decided funding done 

County wide would be the best option. The Supervisors request for the Cities of Grand Rapids and 

Wyoming to consolidate dispatch operations into one unit with funding from an increase in the 

phone surcharge, which would require a vote from the people to enact.  

 

The Board discussed the information presented with Cordes stating that people that make the 911 

calls should pay for the cost per call. 

 

A motion was offered by Cordes with support from May to approve Resolution #14-25 to 

begin the planning process with the cities of Grand Rapids and Wyoming to consolidate 

dispatch operations into one unit, funded through an increased phone surcharge, which 

requires a vote of the people to enact. Motion carried 6-1 with Townsend dissenting.  
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014-120 FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 

Chief Klomparens shared the August monthly report and specifications for a new apparatus dated 

9/15/2014. 

 

Fire Department Mechanic Todd Verduin put together apparatus specifications for a new water 

tender vehicle.  The Fire Department received FEMA funds in the amount of $235,000 for the new 

tender.  Now through October 3
rd

 the Fire Department will be sending out the specs and requesting 

bids for the new tender. The bids will be opened on October 4
th

 and the Fire Department plants to 

present information and a recommendation to accept a bid proposal at the October 20
th

 Board 

meeting.  The Clerk questioned whether the time frame is appropriate and Verduin responded that 

more time can be added if needed.  The bidders are very familiar with the standard FEMA 

requirements.  The Board discussed the specifications and requirements.  It was noted that the 

Township will need to participate in the tender purchase with a 5% buy in amount.   

 

Klomparens noted that the gaga ball pit at Westgate Park has been completed and there was an 

article in the Advance newspaper. 

 

 

2014-121 PUBLIC COMMENT 

 

None 

 

 

2014-122 SUPERVISOR’S REPORT AND BOARD COMMENTS  
 

The Supervisor mentioned snow plowing bids for this winter and it was the consensus of the Board 

to review bids at the October meeting. 

 

Arends noted that Comcast and Charter are merging and the Township may have to sign new 

franchise contracts.  Attorney Sluggett is negotiating the new contract on behalf of the Township 

and a special Board meeting may need to take place.   

 

The Board discussed and received a copy of a letter from MDOT which discussed the possibility of 

new connections between M-37 (Alpine Avenue) and US-131.   

 

Trustee Wahlfield enjoyed the Walk to the Park 

 

Trustee Schweitzer invited everyone to attend the Dedication Ceremony at the Alpine Center 

Cemetery on Sunday, September 21
st
 at 2pm. 

 

This meeting was adjourned at 8:35 pm.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

 

__________________________     __________________________     _______________________ 

Samantha Hanna,            Jean Wahlfield, Clerk         Alex Arends, Supervisor  

Recording Secretary  


